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The political gossips who were inclined to see a
setback in Mr. Chamberlain's appointment to the
Ministry of Health instead of to the Exchequer in
November 1924, would have done well to ponder the
words in which The Times greeted his second spell
at the Ministry of Health. After referring to the
growth of the scope and activity of the Ministry The
Times went on: "In view of this development it is
unfortunate that the new Department should have
had no fewer than five Ministers in as many years.
Equally it is a matter on which the country may
congratulate itself that the Department has now
been accepted by a Minister who preferred it to any
office of greater prestige because he was convinced
that none offered him a greater opportunity of serv-
ing his time and his country. Mr. Neville Chamber-
lain is of all candidates by far the best fitted for the
office of Minister of Health, since the problems which
face the Ministry call for just such a combination of
experience in municipal government, business ability,
and civic enthusiasm as he possesses. If he were as
much concerned with his own political prestige as
he is negligent of it, his choice would still have been
wise; for his special gifts are likely to have full
scope , . . there is work enough here for the most
ambitious of Ministers, and it argues courage and
self-confidence in one who knows the real difficulty
of the Ministerial problems so well as Mr. Chamber-
lain that he is willing to undertake so great a
responsibility/*

When he had first assumed office as Minister of
Health in 1923 Mr. Chamberlain had compared the
difficulties of the problem of housing to "a skein of
wool inextricably entangled so that they could not
find the end to begin unwinding it."

Owing to the success which attended his dual policy
of encouraging private enterprise in building and the